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“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that
I can do, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.
For I shall never pass this way again”
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The Editor’s Desk
Shauki Halime
USA

The future belongs to those who believe
in the beauty of their dreams.

My Beloved Druze Society,
Suddenly, 2008 is no more and
January is gone. Again we realize that
with quick & long strides, we are in
February and within a blink of an eye,
2008 is on its back!
A big "Thank You" to each and
every one of you, for the huge impact
you had on my life this past year.
Especially for all the support and
emails I received. Without you, I'm
sure that 2008 would have been
extremely less interesting.
This has been a very busy year for
my wife & I. We have all accomplished
a lot together, and with you and my
lovely wife we wish to accomplish a lot
more.
This year we have traveled many
places & visited & met so many of
you. We wish to meet many more
throughout 2009. The website was a
labor of love to put together & we hope
to expand it further for all to enjoy.
From my side, I wish you all a
magical Year filled with Loving Wishes
& Beautiful Thoughts!

May 2009 mark the beginning of a
Tidal Wave of Love, Happiness, Peace
Of Mind, and Bright Futures!
To those who need health, may all
your pains disappear and you feel like
born again!
To those who need money, may
your finances overflow!
To those who need caring, may
you find a good heart!
To those who need friends, I am
still here for you!
To those who need life, may you
find GOD.
And to those who need someone
special, may you find that true love!
With Best Regards & Best Wishes
for the coming year 2009.
Look forward to the next incredible
issue with more interesting information
from around the world!
We’ll see you in Washington, DC
in July!
With Warmest Regards,

Shauki
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ADS ational President Elect
By Dr. Hatem Sleem, PhD
ADS National President Elect
Hatem came to the US in 1982 tor his PhD. In 1988 married Johana & settled in Chicago. All 3 of their
children Rashad, Randy & Tamara, were born there. They have been actively involved with the ADS for a
number of years, including founding the Illinois Chapter. Moving to Arizona in 2005, founded & organized
the Arizona Chapter, which hosted a very successful Thanksgiving Convention in 2007.
He currently resides in Arizona with his family.

I would like to thank our American
Druze Society (ADS) members in the USA
for their support & confidence in my ability
to lead the ADS by electing me as its
National President. I hope to be able to meet
& exceed their expectations & serve this
community that I dearly adore.
As I was running for the National
President office of the ADS, I started
thinking & reflecting about our Druze
Society issues in the USA & abroad. I
thought about similar issues that our Brothers
& Sisters face around the world. Analyzing
the situation deeper in our Mother Countries:
Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, & Jordan, I
discovered that we all face some of the same
problems.
Everywhere
that
the
Mouwahidoun Druze live in mixed societies,
except for some freedom of speech &
religious expressions in the western societies,
we all face similar common challenges. It is
our responsibility to address those issues &
work together to solve them for the common
good of our community & for the future of
our children. Here are some of my initial
thoughts that I would like to share in this
issue. I will be refining those thoughts &
ideas as I start getting your feedback &
establishing the channels of communications
with other Druze organizations, thinkers, &
community leaders in different countries.

2. In the home land, the Druze communities
are in need of better equipped social
institutions. Improvements & support are
needed for our orphans, our elders, our
needy people, & our hospitals. How can we
build supportive infrastructures in our
communities & how do we support each
other to gain strength from our unity?

secretive. There is greater tolerance for
religious differences & diversity in the
Western countries. There is also a
demand by our youth for the religious
knowledge & universal truth. How do
we define our identity & declare our
beliefs & values where every Mouwahid
can be proud of who he/she is while
keeping our core beliefs & religion in
tact?

3. The Druze population is getting smaller
every year. Each generation, the Druze in
mixed societies are blending in those 2. Our children are in need of simplified
societies & are losing their Tawhid instructions & supporting material in
identity, values, & faith. What programs different languages. How do we use the
should we have to socialize, & build strong Internet & other electronic media to teach
ties among our youth for marriage & our youth the Tawhid faith & enable
continuity? How can we make them proud them to participate in public debates in
to be Druze & want to marry another schools, universities & social groups?
Druze?
3. Our Druze authors face challenges when
Message of Appreciation
publishing their books & articles mostly
I thank Brother Shauki Halime and
from internal criticism.
How do we
support our publishers to share their
Sister Sarah for their unlimited
intellectual material while gaining
support, their dedication, & the
approval & support & providing benefits
tremendous effort to bring the
to our members & their children?

Druze community worldwide closer
This is by no mean an exhaustive list
together through their respected Al
of challenges we face together. I am
-Fajr publication.
looking forward to receiving your
comments & feedback. Please send me any
B. Economic
1. Our Traditional Druze areas, lands, & additional issues & any ideas for solutions
that we can all work together to resolve.
properties are being sold due to financial
need & lack of income sources. How do
Finally, I would like to congratulate all
Druze Challenges
we develop our areas & communities for of our Brothers & Sisters worldwide with
The following is a list of issues & prosperous future?
the Eid El-Adha El-Mubarak. Let’s all
questions to trigger your creative ideas.
enjoy the holidays with our families, thank
Please reply to me with your opinions, issues 2. How do we develop outreach programs & God for all we have, & think about others
protect our areas from malicious attempts who are in need. May we be generous in
we face, or solutions you recommend.
to divide us?
our contributions.
A. Social
1. In the US, I will be addressing some of the 3. As immigrants in different countries, how
I would urge all of you to be involved.
American Druze challenges at a later time. can we make solid investments to produce The more we work together, the more
If you like to comment on this subject, & future income for our communities, for our impact we can have & the more funds &
suggest ways of strengthening our ties & children, & for supporting our Brothers & programs we can attract to our community.
building strong relationships, please send Sisters worldwide?
God bless you all & bless your families
me your input. I am in the process of
& children.
gathering the information & opinions & C. Religious
devising my plans of action for the coming 1. Historical prosecutions of the Druze forced
our ancestors to make our religion
years.
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BRAZIL
By Suellen Abou El Hosn Ribeiro Malato
23 years old, graduated in law, law director of the Cemetery-Park Recanto da Saudade,
busines family located in Belém do Pará, Brazil. Granddaughter of the Druze Nabih Abou
El Hosn and Sueid Abou El Hosn (in memorian), her family roots has always led her to have
an interest for the culture and situation of the Druze people worldwide, mainly the ones living
in the Golan and in south Lebanon. Her grandfather Nabih Abou El Hosn constantly attends
the Druze Conventions, and is always bringing us in Brazil, information, books, pictures, film
and the many aspects of the culture of the Druze people.

D

espite the world paying great
attention to the political
situation of the Golan
Heights and its future status, because they
are recently under the spotlights of indirect
negotiations between Syria and
Israel, the same attention is not
given to the population of the Golan
Heights itself, which is mainly
Druze.

and defense issue, given its borders with
four different countries, and high altitude.
But there is also a very important issue
about the Golan which is not mentioned,
but is of vital importance: when the Golan

The Druze population of the Golan
Heights rejects the Israeli citizenship,
and claim they are part of the Syrian
people, holding their position as Syrian
citizens. So, their lives are very
complicated, because they do not want to
be part of Israel, but they also cannot
move into Syria, for Israeli denial.

The Golan Heights is a
mountainous area, having borders
with Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and
Israel. Originally Syrian territory,
they were captured by Israel during
the Six Day War in 1967, and were
never returned to its original
country, although the International
Law forbids any acquisition of
territory by armed means (see the
United Nations resolution 242 of
1967).
Israel has always argued that the
maintenance of the Golan is an strategic

remind that it is illegal to transfer civil
population to occupied territory, and
those Israeli-Jewish living in the Golan
Heights are there illegally (see article 49
of the Fourth Geneva Convention).

In t ern at ion al - Braz il

Golan Heights & its Druze Population

snow melts, it becomes a source of water
(including the famous Jordan River,
where Jesus was baptized, according
to the Christian faith), & provides
Israel with 15% of its potable water
(see Haim Gvirtzman, Israel Water
Resources, Chapters in Hydrology
and Environmental Sciences, Yad
Ben-Zvi Press, Jerusalem).

This very complicated situation is
shown in the movie The Syrian Bride
(produced in 2004, directed by Eran
Riklis), which tells the history of a Druze
woman living in the Golan Heights that
wants to marry her cousin living in
Damascus, and she must make the
option: stay with her family in the Golan,
or get married and move to Damascus,
never to see her family again.

The Golan population is mainly
Druze (19,300 people), followed by a
population of Israeli-Jewish (16,500)
and Muslim (2,100). It is important to

“WHEN ONE DOOR OF HAPPINESS CLOSES, ANOTHER OPENS; BUT OFTEN WE LOOK SO LONG
AT THE CLOSED DOOR THAT WE DO NOT SEE THE ONE WHICH HAS OPENED FOR US."
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he Druze Community
By Dr. Clovis Maksoud
Was born in 1928, he completed his graduate studies at the AUB. Afterwards, he
obtained a J.D. from George Washington University & did postgraduate studies at Oxford
University. Between 1961 & 1966 Maksoud was the League of Arab States' chief
representative in India. Following his diplomatic stint Maksoud went back to journalism,
& from 1967 to 1979 he served as the senior editor of the Egyptian newspaper alal-Ahram
and chief editor of the LebanonLebanon-based alal-Nahar Weekly. Maksoud has authored several
articles & books on the Middle East. Currently, Maksoud is professor of international
relations at American University in Washington, D.C., where he also is director of the
Center for the Global South. He is also a member of the advisory group of the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP).

T

he ADS Thanksgiving Convention perfectly
embodied the principal values and the warmth
which are characteristic of what brings the ADS
Community together. The elegance of discourse that has
been associated with the Druzes in general has always
contributed to diffuse
tensions when they
arose, heal wounds
when human dignity
was compromised and
ma inta in
d istan ce
when words were used
with a deficit of civility.
This
was
clearly
ma n i f e s t
in
the
conversations – both in
the panels as well as in
the social exchanges –
testif ying
to
the
inherent authenticity of
a
community
that
enhances its ongoing role as a significant catalyst
when it is most needed.

association durable in its affection, strengthening bonds
that transcended differences, broke barriers and, without
hesitation, made us all feel genuinely that we were all
family. True, the many schools that Chourifat has and the
level of excellence achieved helped reinforcing what is
common, rendering diversity an urge for mutual discovery.

In the Diaspora, the Druze
communities must continue to bring
the elegance of their discourse into
the language of their countries of
citizenship, making contributions to
that which is so much needed in
these times: the responsibility of the
word – artfully developed in the
Druze heritage.

The Houston ADS Thanksgiving event was a
vivid expression of an openness that facilitates
dialogue, that brings a mutually reinforcing sense
of togetherness, that fashions a sense of
partnership and renders reconciliation of
differences inevitable. While the Houston
convention encapsulated this climate of instant
“camaraderie”, it also triggered memory of my
upbringing in Chourifat where the majority of the
Druze population throughout rendered our

This retrieval of my youthful memories
was particularly enlivened in the
spontaneity of the ongoing dialogue of
generations.
In the Diaspora, the Druze communities
must continue to bring the elegance of
their discourse into the language of their
countries of citizenship, making
contributions to that which is so much
needed in these times: the responsibility of
the word – artfully developed in the Druze
heritage.
In this respect, your
Al Fajr Magazine not
only is the link that
renders that brings
information
to
the
netw ork
of
your
readers – important as
it is – but also
participates in putting
to the forefront the
deference
that
the
word’s
elegance
inspires.
Happy New Year.
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By Edil Quintar
Has lived in Argentina all his life, is married and is active in Druze
events as much as possible.
Also see his family’s story in this issue. (English & Spanish)
And thus, there is nothing to
teach the son of my son in the
near future and in this way the
Druze Faith will disappear here
in Argentina and the worst of
all is that it will happen
because we, our generation
did nothing about it.

Edil & his son in Argentina

In

Argentina we have two
organizations dedicated
to the Druzes. One of
them is the Aso ciacio n de
Beneficencia Drusa (Association of
charitable Druze) dedicated to bring
ing assistance to those interested in
learning the Arabic language along
with organizing social activities in
general. The other is the Consejo
Druso (Council Druze) which is
concerned about themes of the Druze
faith.
It so happens that we have a very
special situation here regarding our
faith because our grandfather comes
from Lebanon and they have only told
us about the faith but we do not have
anything that has been written about
it. The Keythab el Hekme is in the
Arabic language and unfortunately my
father speaks Arabic but he is not
able to read it. And I do not write or
speak Arabic, and neither does my
son.

A couple of months ago, our
Embassy of Lebanon in Argentina
told me to go to Buenos Aires (I live
in Jujuy almost 1,300 kilometer north
of Buenos Aires) to participate of a
special dinner in order to have a
conversation of what to do in regards
to our faith. What options do we
have in order to give it a new
dynamic revitalization here? Mainly, I
think, we need to get some books
and other methods of diffusion of
faith here and that should be in the
Spanish language which is written
with our next generation in mind.

Due
to
circumstances
beyond
my
control I was
not able to
make
the
Dinner as I
had to be
operated
by
an emergency
peritonitis that
I almost took
my life.
At
this time, I am awaiting on my
rescheduled meeting with the
Ambassador to address these
issues.

In t ern at ion al - Arg en tin a

Dynamic Revitalization
Urgently Needed

AF

ARGENTINA

I must tell you that the Council
Druze here is recognized by the
Argentina Government as an official
faith like the Catholic faith, and this
is an achievement of my cousin,
Riad al Kontar, that was
Ambassador here in Argentina. He
now lives in Lebanon and has since
retired from politics.
One of the reasons that I feel
that I have to do something about
our faith and mainly for the future
generations here in Argentina before
all is lost.
Mr. Daniel Attar, the
President of the Association of
Charitable Druze agrees with me on
this.

THE BEST WAY TO PREDICT YOUR FUTURE IS TO CREATE IT.
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LEBANON
The New Law Regulating the Affair’s of the Druze Community
By Dr. Talal Hafez Jaber
Is a holder of a BA in Law and an LLM in Business Contracts and has a Ph.D. in International
Business Law. Specialized in Business Law and Business Ethics, he is the author of three books and
many articles. Currently, he is a lawyer and partner at Jaber Law Firm. Consultant and Lecturer of
Business Law, Business Ethics and International Business Law at both the Lebanese American
University & the American University of Beirut

The new law focuses on the independency of the
Druze Community (called by the law “Al Mowahidoun al
Durouz”) in managing its affaires like all other Lebanese
communities.
The two main grand titles in the new law are the
Confessional Council and Sheikh Al Akl.

Fellow Druze around the globe,
Being the legal expert involved in drafting the new law
regulating the affaires of the Druze Community in
Lebanon, it gives me great pleasure to share with you all
some brief legal information related to this new law
regulating the affaires of our community in our mother
country Lebanon, and that has been the subject of a
certain misunderstanding regarding its motivation and
content due to the well known political controversies.
Regarding the motivation behind
enacting the new law, and because
of the drastic organizational and
financial situation that touched our
community for a long time, the Druze
Members of Parliament, and mainly
MP Walid Joumblatt, took the
initiative to enact a new law
replacing the three old ones that
enacted respectively in 1962, 1999 and 2000. The first two
were related to the organization of the Confessional
Council, and the third was related to the election of Sheikh
Al Akl, who represents the community, and his powers.
These laws had many contradictions and lacked
democracy and efficiency in representing all the sectors of
the Druze society.
Regardless of the illogical objections made by some
politicians, the law was voted at the Lebanese Parliament
at the end of 2006.
As for its content, the new law unified the inapplicable
contradicting old laws in one single text of law that took its
way of application directly after its enactment.

The Confessional Council is the highest authority that
elects Sheikh Al Akl, controls and manages the issues,
affair’s and estates of the Druze Community. It is a
democratic council by excellence that represents all the
sectors of the Druze society as it is an elected council that
includes:

 Professional
representatives:
lawyers
(3),
engineers (3), MD’s (3), pharmacists (1),
university professors (3), dentists (1) and account
auditors (2).
 Regional representatives: Aley (8), Shouf (8),
Southern Maten (5), Hasbaya (5), Rashaya (5)
and Beirut with other regions (2).
 Mashayekh representatives: Aley (4), Shouf (4),
Southern Maten (2), Hasbaya (2), Rashaya (2),
Beirut (1) and other regions (1).
The council includes also Sheikh Al Akl, former and
present MP’s, present ministers & the Druze religious
judges.
One of the major issues imposed by the new law is the
prohibition to sell, buy or mortgage any of the properties of
the Druze Community, called the Druze Mortmain (Wakf),
a thing that protects such properties from any political
abuse; also not to forget the creation of many job
opportunities with highly strict standards of selection.
Finally, it is very important to say that the new law
found its application by the election of the first
Confessional Council and the present Sheikh Al Akl,
Sheikh Naim Hassan who was an ethical, reliable and
trustworthy religious judge. Remains further levels of
application that seem, for the moment, very promising.
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"THE CONSTITUTION ONLY GIVES PEOPLE THE RIGHT TO PURSUE HAPPINESS.
YOU HAVE TO CATCH IT YOURSELF." - BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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FRANCE
“The Bridge is Too Narrow”
By Rola Obeid
Born in 1984 in Aley, Lebanon.
Studied Dentistry in Brussels, graduated in June 2008.
Currently living in South of France with her parents.

An

expression originated by my uncle, Dr.
Anis OBEID, and often repeated by my
father, to describe our relation as Druze
with the Western world. Besides being a dominant figure
in his field, my uncle addressed through different writings
and lectures his experience on the cultural shock and
over many years, he tried and still is
trying to widen the bridge which he
said is “too narrow”.
Our exposure to the Western
culture goes back to many years,
before I was born, and our destiny as a
family lead us to experience and live
the consequences of this narrow
bridge.
Because of my dad’s job, I had to
grow up in a Western European
environment with the values of a Druze
family. Although this contrast enriched my personality, it
exposed me, and still is, to difficult moments of choice on
matters like relationship
before
marriage,
marrying a non Druze,
etc.

With globalization & information technology, the
physical boundaries are slowly fading. However, the
question remains on the boundary of cultures and social
values, especially for the Druze, who are a minority even
in Lebanon, let alone the whole world.
Over the years studying in Brussels, I was away from
home; however the Druze culture taught by my parents
was still very
much present
in my mind.
Being a Druze
& an adherent
to the Tawhid
faith, I find it
difficult
to
understand
the paradox
b e t w e e n
Tawhid being
a global call and the Druze living in a cocoon. Tawhid
faith is based on evolutionary principles and yet I feel like
our Druze community is stagnant.

I find it difficult to
understand the paradox
between Tawhid being a global
call & the Druze living
in a cocoon.

These choices lead
me to searching for an
identity. This search and
attempt of combination
put a lot of pressure on
the members of the
Druze
comm unity,
especially on young
Druze who, I believe are stretched to the maximum and I
hope a solution will be found before they break.

Being this proud of my culture, I would
love to see it opened to the world,
baring in mind that before being
Druze, we are human beings with our
strengths and weaknesses, and it is
as humans that we make our choices
in life.

As long as the right choice is a gift,
making the right one is a responsibility
and I believe Tawhid is meant to
guide us through that choice and not
dictate our behaviour.
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You Tell UsJ.
Here’s what a few of our readers said about
our last issue

From Valencia, SPAIN
I just received an e-mail with your great magazine & believe me, I can't
explain how I feel, it is a great honor & pleasure to have such a magazine
dedicated to us, the Druze scattered all around the world. I'd like to thank all
the collaborators & those responsible for this work that shortens the
distances between us & draws a smile on our face when we see photos of
our loved ones.
We are a young Druze couple that reside in Valencia, Spain & unlike
other countries, the Druze community is nonexistent here, so there are no
Druze gatherings, or contact with any Druze across the country. We feel we
have a great responsibility especially that we have 2 young daughters that
we always try to explain to them where we come from & who are we, but
as you know this chore is very difficult when we have limited information
about our religion & community.
Your magazine can be a great guidance to us as parents & to our youth
who can see that they are not the only ones who have such beliefs, because
in North America, people at least have an idea about the Druze, but here in
Spain, they believe we are a weird sect or something similar.
I'd like to ask you if it is possible to send us the magazine by mail, so
we can share it with the family and motivate our daughter and brothers to
read it and get clearer idea about our beliefs and our community abroad.
Again I’d like to thank you for such a great job and hope one day we
can have our community here in Spain.

CALIFORNIA, USA
I would like to thank you on behalf
all of the Druze for your good service
to every Druze all over the world.
As your publication is the voice of
the Druze. May God Bless you.

Sincerely,
Laura Aridi & Rami Hamze

Fahd Shaban
The Editor Responds
The Druze Magazine is available to everyone as it is a free on-line
publication. If there is anyone Druze who would like to receive this
magazine please send us your name, email address and if possible
phone number.
This is a volunteer job we do for the love of our Druze Society.

ADS Treasurer for
. California Chapter

What’s Your Thoughts?

Vancouver, BC, CANADA Washington, DC, USA
What you have done & are doing is
amazing and your contribution to
reconnecting and connecting people is
exactly what the Druze people need. You
really put so many things in perspective
for me. Life is like an hour glass going so
fast, being so fragile. You have united, reunited and have given so much to so
many families & people that I don't think
anyone can really appreciate. You are my
Hero Shauki. I am going to do everything I
can to attend as many functions as I can.

Dany Zeid Jaber

In fact, it is impossible to translate
into words my gratitude and deep
appreciation for all what you are doing
to benefit the Druze community
worldwide. May God reward you, bless
you and your family and may his grace
accompany you and enlighten your
path throughout your life.

Fouad Sleem
ADS Charitable Affairs Committee
ADS Orphan’s Fund Committee

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com
Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and if possible
phone number. Comments chosen
for publication may be edited for
length, clarity, & content.
Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

THIS IS A VOLUNTEER JOB WE DO FOR THE LOVE OF OUR DRUZE SOCIETY.
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Druze Described
250 Years Ago…..
By Lina Shehayeb
Lebanese American who lived & worked twenty years in New York City, 12 years on Wall St. Lina has always
been a proactive person & through the years joined many organizations & volunteered in others. Moved back
to Lebanon in 2002 where she continues working on making a positive change within the Lebanese & Druze
community, she has since moved back to New York in 2008. Founder of the "Sponsor Child" program & the
president elect of the Rotary Club of Aley (2008-2009). Has been a guest speaker on many occasions & was
interviewed several times & appeared on many TV stations. Mother of Malek & Tamer Rasamny.

T

he "Memoirs of Baron de
Tott" is one of the oldest written
documentations of the Turkish
Empire in the Middle East. Volume II
contains facts & observations on the
Druze, their beliefs & their way of life in
the 18th century. Published in 1785 &
again in 2003 this book contains a lot of
valuable information on where & how the
Druze of Lebanon lived 250 years ago. I
chose to share some of it with you
below.
On the coast of Syria is a nation known
only by name, but which merits our serious
attention. Its Laws, Customs, & Religion are
peculiar to itself, & form a people very
different from other with whom we are
acquainted. However obscure they may be,
they nevertheless, enjoy the inestimable
blessing of liberty; which they have taken
care to preserve, even though surrounded by
tyranny; the glory of which circumstance
alone renders them highly interesting, &
worthy the attention of philosophy.
The Druses reside upon the mountains
known by the names of Lebanon & AntiLebanon, separated
from each other by a
fertile plain of twelve
or thirteen leagues in
length, & four or five in
breadth.,
Their
maritime
coast
stretches for fifteen
leagues from the river
Sidon to Gebail; where
begins the Pachalick of
Tripolis. Their finest possessions, & those
which form the principal force of their

dominations, are surrounded by the Lebanon
& the Kesroan, which belong to the district
of Sidon; this is properly the principality of
the Grand Emir, & Dair –Kamar is its
capital. Anti-Lebanon, in which is situated
the plain of Bekaa, is held in fief from
Damascus, & forms another principality,
possessed by a Drusian family allied to the
Grand Emir. Hasbeia is its capital.
The Government of the Druses is feudal;
a Prince to whom they give the title Emir,
occupies the first station in quality of Lord
Paramount; he receives from
them fealty & homage; but
his power is confined within
narrow limits; it extends not
to making new laws or
overawing the people.
The mountains of
Lebanon are where
intersected by valleys, of
which the labor & industry of
the Druses have formed the most delicious
gardens. The laborious Druse knows how to
derive advantage from the most ungrateful
soil. He possesses not an inch of land, proper
for cultivation, on which he does not attempt
to raise a tree or produce some plant.
Hospitality is greatly
honored by this people
& temperance is one of
their virtues. The
druses are very cleanly
in their families. The
marriage of the Druses,
like that of the Turks,
is merely civil, the
contract in the same
manner & under the
same conditions. In case of a divorce, the
husband has only to say to his wife: "go to

thy friends" without adding the word return.
Immediately the wife goes to her family,
where, after waiting three months
prescribed by the laws, to judge of her
present condition, she is at liberty to seek
another husband.
The dress of the women is not different
from that which is worn in Turkey, except
that the head-dress is singular. Above the
cap of red or white which they wear on
their heads, it is t6he fashion to place a kind
of casque, of copper, silver or gold
according to the
circumstances & the
weather ; this is
fastened by a piece
of ribbon tied under
the chin, & is
generally, in the
form of a funnel ,
over which they
throw a large veil,
which reaches to
their middle. The men wear their clothes
rather shorter than in Turkey; their habit is
a green or party-colored turban, a gown
which descends to the knees, made of
coarse worsted stuff & ribbon, a dagger
somewhat singular & a powder-horn hung
to their side. They never walk without a
gun upon their shoulders, in handling which
they are very expert. They wear slippers of
red or yellow Morocco & buskins to protect
the leg.
The Spiritualists are the chief
depositaries of the Sacred Books. Amongst
their Sages there are no apostates, & they
make no proselytes from principle.
According to their belief, a Christian or
Turk, who should be convinced of the truth
of their faith, would not be less rejected.
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CANADA
By Rima Salika
Is currently in her 2nd year of studying English Literature at Ottawa University in
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada and hopes to become a high school English teacher.
She is nineteen & likes to write and paint in her spare time.

E

very person faces obstacles &
lives with life’s day to day
problems. Although anyone
would wish to live life carefree, & hit no
bumps in the road—life would not be
worth living. One of my challenges is to
fully participate in a Canadian society
while holding on to my Druze identity.
Born & raised in Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada, it has been my home from the
second I said hello to the world. El Fardis,
Lebanon is my second home & therefore
always a part of me wherever I am. My
parents raised me on our Druze religious &
cultural values growing up, & now I cannot
live my life any other way. Naturally, this
has brought up many problems.

As a child life was simple. Every kid
understood one another, because the only
thing a kid needs to understand are the
games played in the playground & the best
candy to buy at the local corner store. The
hard part was growing up—everyone’s
interests changed. There was no more

being satisfied with jump rope or jaw
breakers, but now every girl needed a
boyfriend along with an invitation to the
best house party. They wanted to get into
the “in” crowd, & to be in the “in” crowd
was considered normal. It got harder as I
grew older. My friends wanted to start
drinking, going to clubs & rebel in every
way possible. The hardest part was
swallowing the fact that my life style is
completely different. I used the word
‘swallow’ because I came to a point like
many others have where everything is
drawn out for you right before your eyes.
A realization point that clearly spells out you are different.
Many were & still get offended by my
lack of participation in activities. It is
hard to explain where you are coming
from when the majority gets along on
different terms. To participate in these
outings was what everyone did, what the
culture did—what the majority did. When
this happened & the person was not able to
understand my point of view, I was
insulted & excluded by many. Although it
was so easy to give up to peer pressure &
mix in - my values & identity meant too
much to me for just a little acceptance of
teenagers.
My parents explained to me how
everyone has different values than each
other & that we were to respect everyone’s
way of life no matter how much it differed
than one’s own. That was the best advice
my parents gave to me. I kept in touch
with some of my childhood friends all
throughout high school & now in
university because I was able to accept our
differences. Standing my ground also
helped me to realize early on who my real

friends were. My friends & I get along,
because besides culture & values, there is
so much more that we share in common.

In t ern at ion al - Canad a

A Great Country to Grow Up Druze

Living between two societies has
taught me so much that I would never
wish to have grown up in any different
circumstance. To experience living in
two countries makes it easy to compare
& judge the good & bad aspects of both
homelands. It is an education that you
cannot get in any school. I have learned
that it is more important to respect &
understand differences between people,
& communicate with them rather than
isolate ourselves from them.
The great thing about Canadian
culture is that it is a mosaic of different
cultures. No one can say to another “you
are not Canadian enough,” because part
of being Canadian is having & embracing
differences. Likewise, no one can say to
me, “you are not Druze enough,” because
I have taken the time to learn about my
heritage & I have fought to keep it strong
within me. It has not been exactly easy
but I now feel I have the better of both
worlds. It is the influence of both cultures
that has made me who I am today, and
that is something I will keep forever.

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT PRISONERS OF FATE, BUT ONLY PRISONERS OF THEIR OWN MINDS.
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Houston, Texas
Annual Scholarship Gala
By Dr. Abdullah Najjar
Resides in Atlanta, GA with his wife. Has been a lifelong activist
and supporter of many Druze initiatives.

Dr. Abdullah ajjar
Keynote Speaker of the Evening

rationality with spirituality, understanding with
humility, awareness with piety, and knowledge
with compassion. It refers to the oneness of
God as well as to the unity of the universe. It
is quest for knowledge in partnership with faith
during recurring life cycles (reincarnation).
Khalil Jibran and Micheal Ne’imi among
myriads of intellectuals were among such
believers.

was the seat of learning that attracted
intellectuals from the known world then, a
thousand years ago, and had much influence on
our Tawhid faith particularly when it decreed
abolishment of slavery, practice of monogamy,
equal rights of men and women, separation of
mosque and state and reincarnation, i.e. upon
death the soul passes on to dwell in another new
human body.

We all should know that the Tawhid
doctrine is based mainly on inner meaning of
the Qur’an as well as on Christian and Jewish
Scriptures, on the wisdom of the Greek
philosophers, the Gnostic groups in history as
well as the mystics of the orient. Preaching
this dogma some thousand years ago caused its
April 2008
adherents to turn inward and be secretive
(taqiya) to avoid further persecutions and
I am indeed honored to be here tonight, massacres.
Unfortunately this became an
especially since this was made possible as a accepted tradition, though no longer necessary
result of partial scholarships I received from in the 21st century especially in these United
various sources here in the United States as States. In our religious books –(the books of
I recall vividly from early childhood that
well as in Lebanon, prior to my departure to the wisdom)- we should delete statements which we are commanded to speak the truth , to
USA some 64 years ago.
power , i.e. to both capitalism and
socialism under whose auspices
As Druze, you and I have been Thus we find that affluence, consumerism, humanity faces the crisis of
for a thousand years in the midst of
consumerism and dehumanization.
the stream of human history
even individual freedom, without
championing the dignity of man
In this age of nuclear energy,
and fighting for his freedom. As a corresponding ethical obligation are more computer technology, extra
Druze I am a Moslem influenced
terrestrial explorations,
by oriental theology and western
of a curse than a blessing.
development of intelligent robots
thought, by Christian witness and
and the unfolding of deeper secrets
Judaic law, by esoteric practice and
of life on this planet, one cannot
by al-Aql-al-Kulli. Thus I will always be a forced their way into them following that ugly but help note that this information highway is
proud mountaineer reared in the puritan period we call (al-mi’hna).
The Torah, the the road, you young students are apt to use in
tradition of an austere and devout society in Bible and the Quran also suffer from such your pursuit of learning and knowledge.
Lebanon
ailments as the earth is flat or God deeded some However this acquired knowledge is unable by
land to particular tribes.
itself, devoid of wisdom and faith, to uphold the
I grew up a Druze and hope to die as a
spiritual and moral tenants that are inherent in
Druze. As a Druze I had my formative years in
Since in Tawhid we have the quest for Tawhid.
Thus we find that affluence,
the mountains of Lebanon. As I matured I knowledge in partnership with faith during consumerism, even individual freedom, without
acquired deeper understanding of the Druze recurring life cycles we are told that whenever corresponding ethical obligation are more of a
faith, we call (TAWHID) in and outside my there is a clash between knowledge and faith, curse than a blessing.
family setting.
This understanding evolved knowledge prevails, thus the five Luminaries al
and crystallized within me through study, -Aql, a-Nafs, al-Kalimeh, a-sabiq and a-Taali.
According to our faith in Tawhid, faith
contemplation, research, and daily encounters Al-Aql representing knowledge, logic and without learning leads man to stagnation and
in the global village we reside in today.
reason is the master of the others.
learning without faith leads one to emptiness as
well as to arrogance so let the twain march in
This unique faith in TAWHID combines
Daar-el-Hikmah (the house of wisdom) unison.

IMPORTACE OF
EDUCATIO & ITS ROLE I
DRUZE LIFE I THE
DIASPORA
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P ho to’s
"HE IS HAPPIEST, BE HE KING OR PEASANT, WHO FINDS PEACE IN HIS HOME."
- JOHANN VON GOETHE
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The Few, The Proud
The Muwahidoun
By Moustafa F. Moukarim
Attends & participates in numerous ADS functions. As a speaker & presenter of the Druze
Religion, his uncomplicated way of explaining is always enjoyed & well received, as he makes
it easy for the youth to understand. Mr. Moukarim is considered our Sheik in North America.
He & his wife currently reside in Texas.

W

hat happened in Jabal Lubnan,
Lebanon, between 9th & 11th of
May 2008 was a Druze victory.
Our victory is compared to that of the 300
Spartans strong men, who resisted the Persian
invasion & defeated them in the battle of
Thermopylae to protect Greece. As described in
the Wikipedia Encyclopedia: In the Battle of
Thermopylae, during the Persian-Greco Wars,
which occurred in 480 BC, an alliance of Greek
city-states. Vastly outnumbered (literally one
thousand to one), King Leonidas with 300
Spartans fought the invading Persian Empire at
the pass of Thermopylae in central Greece.
They held back the Persians for three days in
one of history's most famous last stands. The
small force led by King Leonidas I of Sparta
blocked the only road through which the
massive army of Xerxes I of Persia could pass.
The fierce resistance of the Spartan-led army
offered Athens the invaluable time to prepare
for a decisive naval battle that would come to
determine the outcome of the war. The
subsequent Greek victory at the Battle of
Salamis left much of the Persian Empire's navy
destroyed & Xerxes retreated to Asia. The
performance of the defenders at the battle of
Thermopylae has become a symbol of courage
against overwhelming odds.
That confirms my famous saying: We
are the Few, the Proud, the Mo’wa’he’doon.
Our
victory
in
repelling the invasion,
on six fronts, was not
due to our great
numbers, & or, heavy
military hardware. It
was due to our great
Faith & instructions that
we
should
always
“Reject the Villain & the
Aggressor”.
Our
believe requires us to stand firm in faith &
with patients in the face of danger, because
that will lead us to great victory, whereby,
running away from the enemy will lead us to
defeat & displacement.

because we were in a defensive position
& not in an aggressive position. We never
started a battle in our history, but with our
great Faith & determination, we have
always been able to end all the battles
against us, & turn them to our favor.
While others count their fighters by
numbers, we count ourselves by the total
population. Because when the need to
defend our freedom, honor, integrity &
land, we all become one, we forget all our
differences & unite
t o
d e f e n d
ourselves.
This
u n i t y
w a s
reconfirmed again
in this battle, when
all the Druze from
all different political
parties,
including
the
opposition,
united, & every one
became a soldier in
the defense of our
Community
&
Country, including
women, children & the elders. History is
our witness.
Our victory in Jabal Lubnan was not
only for the Druze Community, it was for
all Lebanon & all the Lebanese. Our
victory was a turning
point that decided the
independence
of
Lebanon as one nation
for all of the Lebanese
w i t h o u t
a n y
discrimination
of
religion, faith & creed.
This victory reconfirms
that no one group can
capture Lebanon for &
deny the others of their
freedom, honor & integrity. Many have
tried in the past & they all have failed.

...to defend our freedom, honor,
integrity & land, we all become
one, we forget all our differences
& unite to defend ourselves.

Our victory in stopping the invasion was

All our Druze People all over the
world should know that our people in
Lebanon are the proudest ever. What

they have achieved was a miracle. The
stories of heroic actions are many. The
Few the Proud the Mo’wa’he’doon have
upheld our country, honor & integrity.
They were able to defeat the socalled "giant" that threatened the security
of the whole country. Our people were not
fighting a religious group; they were
fighting a political group that is using
religion to fulfill their objective. The Shi’aa
Community is not our enemy; we have
always, & still do
consider
them
as our cousins.
We have no
grudge against
them or any
other
religious
group.
We
respect
every
religion
&
believe.
We do not judge
people by their
faith; we judge
them by their intentions & deeds. As His
Eminence, Sheikh El Aql, Sheikh Naim
Hassan said recently; “We extend our
hand in peace to all those who wish us
well, & we are willing to defend our honor
& integrity to the end from those who wish
us ill.”
Walid Jumblatt, the Lebanese
Leader, stayed in Beirut during this crisis
to boost the morals of the people of
Beirut so that the aggressors will not
chase them away from their homes.
Walid Jumblatt put himself in the line of
fire; he was in great danger, but that did
not prevent him from taking the
courageous decision to stand firm & stay
in Beirut to protect Lebanon & it’s Capital.

God bless our people; the
Few, the Proud, the
Mo’wa’he’doon Druze.
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I’m 100% Druze - Not Half
By Nadia Alashoush
Is a sixteen year old junior in high school. She enjoys being with family and
friends and plans to attend as many Druze Conventions she can.
Nadia lives in the Pennsylvania with her family.
sister & I, whom were both raised in I really loved every part of it. I felt so
Catholic schools, were so confused all much at home with everyone around me
our lives. This all changed for me on a that I could relate with so much.
trip to Syria a few years back.
But even when I was becoming very
I never fully understood what my sure about who I was as a person, there
religion was. I knew that
were still many things getting in
it was Druze, but I did
my way. A very significant part
not know anything about
was my older sister. We have
it. When I went to Syria
always been close all of our
years ago, I had the
lives, but she was much older
greatest experience of
when my mother passed away &
my life. Before the trip,
she already developed her way
he Druze means everything to
my
p e rsona lit y
&
of thinking. She knew the way
me & my story will show you why.
thoughts toward the
she wanted to go in her life, & it
I have attended quite a few of the
Druze were just ordinary
was not the same way as me. I
Druze Conventions & I love them each
views, but afterwards,
was scared that this difference
& every time I go. If you want to contact
my whole life was turned
between us would influence me
me after reading my article to learn
around. I cannot explain exactly what into thinking the same way as her, so I
more about me, or if you have any
happened over the course of just a few have tried to stay strong. If it weren’t for
questions, I will be happy to talk to you.
months, but I can definitely say that a lot my trip to Syria that year, I would most
Growing up in America as a young has changed since than.
likely still be very confused. Another
Druze for me, personally, was very
part of the problem of course was
The life in Syria, or rather in the
hard. It is a big challenge these days to
growing up with American friends, in an
Arab world in general,
keep a strong culture
American school, & being only half
is so thrilling to
when you are constantly You may not consider me
Druze.
someone like me, who
around people of so many
of the Druze religion,
is used to one way of
I love every single part about being
different
racial
as many people do not. life all the time. I am Druze & would never change it for the
backgrounds. I say that it
But I think
used to everyone world. You may not consider me of the
was especially hard for me
having
d i f f e r e n t Druze religion, as many people do not.
differently.
I
cannot
say
because I am half Syrian
cultures, religions, & But I think differently. I cannot say that I
& half Italian. Although my
that I am
ethnicities.
am “half-Druze” because I believe in the
Druze heritage means
“half-Druze” because I
Druze religion fully, not half. And I do
very much to me now, it
Everyone was brought
believe
in
the
not consider myself a non-Druze at all,
was not always that way.
up
differently
&
because it is my heart & soul and I
Druze religion
everyone has their
When I was younger,
would not be of any other religion in my
fully, not half.
own way of life. Being
my mother-who is on the
entire life.
in the Arab world &
Italian side-passed away.
adjusting to their cultural way of living
I believe that I should not be judged
My older sister & I are her two children.
changed how I looked at everything. on my blood because I did not
My father has remarried to an Arabic
The love that is so intensely noticeable personally choose to be half Italian &
woman & they have three kids together.
in the atmosphere is amazing. You feel half Arabic; I had no say in it
It is the five of us kids in the family, all of
cared for, respected, welcome, & whatsoever. The Druze means so much
mixed blood. My three younger siblings,
wanted, wherever you go. After to me & I would not change it for the
being full Arab & full Druze, have
spending so much time in Syria, my world.
different perspectives on life than my
views on my heritage became very
older sister & I. They were brought up in
My advice is to stay a strong Druze
important & special to me. I learned
such a way as to understand fully their
for life & learn as much as you can
about the Druze religion more in detail &
Druze culture & religion. Whereas, my
about it!

T

COURAGE IS NOT A LACK OF FEAR, BUT THE ABILITY TO ACT WHILE FACING FEAR!
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Druze
Heritage
My Priceless

By Dean Alan Najjar

They

Dean Alan was born in Martinsville, Virginia in 1952. He & his wife reside in Buford Georgia.
have two children, Jessica is an attorney with a prestigious law firm in Montgomery, Alabama &
Jeffrey is an officer in the Marine Corp. Dean Alan is currently the President &
Chief Executive Officer of the Georgian Bank in Gwinnet County, Georgia.

Let me tell you.

May 26, 1969

I

am proud of my Druze heritage. I
can now say this with ease &
without reservation, & back it with
every ounce of pride & courage that I
possess. However, I am ashamed to say
that this has not always been the case.
Even now, it is difficult for me to admit
that at a time not far in the past, I was not
proud of my Arabic background. I don't
ever recall specifically denying being an
Arab, but if ever the subject came up in a

Arial view of Beirut
discussion with friends, I fought the
inevitable truth; I am of Arab blood. It was
often unbearable for me to see some of my
friends, Italian & Greek, to admit & be
ready to defend their heritage if it was
insulted. I admired this quality so very
much, & yet, no matter how I tried, it was
intangible & out of my reach.
Now, every friend I have in school or
otherwise knows me for what I am & my
feeling of pride in a rich heritage. I now
have true self-respect & am much more
respected for it. Why the sudden change?

There, was once a young Lebanese
man who had a desire to come to the
USA
from
Lebanon.
To
prove
his
allegiance
to
America,
he
had to fight to
preserve
her
freedom
in
WW II. After
the war, this man started out in the states
with few friends, no money, no influence,
& yet he conquered the land. He was
able to accomplish this due to the high
standards of behavior & ethics required to
survive in a Druze village. These morals
& a clean & rigorous life proved their
worth.

It seems rather obvious, but this man
is my father, & with due respect to him, I
am a proud Druze today. When my day
came to go to Lebanon, I was a little
timid & unsure as how to
approach the situation. I
had been to Lebanon
before on short visits, but
was “protected” by my
parents; now I was to go
alone.

When I returned home after a
terrific summer in Lebanon,
I felt as though
I had been reincarnated.

This man, now well
educated & established,
has a secure & happy
future. As his three sons
grew up, he noticed that
they lacked a vital
ingredient in their lives
that he had possessed as a
child. It took him fifteen
years to verify & see this
deficiency. He realized the good that
America offered its youth but there were
also certain traditions that were
outstanding & representative of Druzism.
These were concepts & ideas that were
instilled in him as a child & he tried
tediously to pass them on to his children.
However, these traditions & moral
standards cannot be learned &
memorized; they must be lived &
practiced. At whatever cost, this man
decided that his sons must see Druze life
in Lebanon & reap the good aspects of it
& blend it with the best that American
has to offer.

When I stepped off the
airplane at the Beirut Airport, I was
extremely nervous & may have turned
back if possible, but I was determined to
go through with it because next to
sending my brothers & myself through
college, this was my fathers greatest
desire. It was rather hectic meeting old &
new friends & relatives but surprisingly
enough, it wasn’t as bad as I thought it
would be. I even thought then that I
might enjoy the visit after all. I had no
idea how right I was.
Spending seven weeks in several
Druze villages in the beautiful mountains
of Lebanon will be he best education
within itself that I could ever hope to
receive. During my visit, I realized just
how wise my dumb & selfish father was.

(Continued on page 27)
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By Fouad N. Ghannam
Moved from Kfarhim-Lebanon to Boston to pursue higher education under the auspices of
the Hariri Foundation. He met Diana Hassan at the ADS Convention in Miami in 1993 and
got married the following year. Diana’s family immigrated from Batloun-Lebanon to the
States during the Lebanese civil war. They have 2 childen, Rakan and Farrah.

In his last week’s 7th grade
assignment about important events in his
life, Rakan wrote: “I was born on
Sunday, July 7th 1996 with a congenital
heart condition. My pulmonary valve
did not fully develop and my right
ventricle was too small. In addition, I
had a hole in the wall that separates
the right and left atrium. I had my first
open heart surgery when I was 32
hours old and at age seven, I went to
Chicago for my second open heart
surgery.
I also had three ear
operations in between my two heart
surgeries. While I continue to do well,
my doctor says I will need a pulmonary
valve replacement in the near future.”

his life. Couple days after his first heart
surgery
Rakan’s
lungs
stopped
exchanging oxygen. Miraculously, as
they were about to administer an
experimental drug to correct the
complication, Rakan started to breathe
on his own again. At time of crisis and
being so far away from homeland is
when one feels the need for familysupport the most. While desperately
praying for hope, as painful as it were, I

Diana and I were blessed with the
arrival of our first born Rakan. He was
born on Diana’s birthday and continues to
be her lovely birthday gift for life.
Our emotional roller-coaster began
when the doctors informed us about
Rakan’s grave heart condition in the midst

of our joyous celebration of his arrival. I
vividly remember the time when my babyson was hooked up in the ICU fighting for

contacted a funeral home and informed
friends in preparation for the worst. In
the ICU, we kept a mini tape recorder
next to Rakan’s ear reciting prayers
continuously and the doctor once said,
“I do not know the contents of these
tapes but please keep them running”.
Our love for Rakan encouraged
Diana and I to think out of the box and
to believe in the power of positive
thinking. We made the decision to plan
for better tomorrow and we refused to
be trapped by the challenges of today.
As a result, Diana and I decided to go
back to school for the second time
around.
Diana had a Hospitality

Management degree and mine was in
Electrical Engineering. We both were
eager to be in the medical field in order
to provide better care for Rakan. I
chose a career in Pharmacy, Diana
chose a career in Radiological
Technology.
While Diana was a full time student
and not able to work, I was taking
selective science classes on a part time
basis and working seven days
a week. If Diana had a break
on my class time, I would take
Rakan with me to school so
she can watch him in the
cafeteria. However, we had
valuable support from our
friends and neighbors Dr.
Nabil and Ghada Bitar.
Ghada generously assisted
with babysitting and was most
helpful when my tight hectic
schedule and Diana’s fell
through. Diana did her school
work during the night and
went to school in the morning
till the afternoon. Despite the
emotional stress and the up
keep with Rakan’s extensive
medical care, Diana graduated with
high honors.
Three years after Rakan’s birth, I
started a pharmacy program at Temple
University.
Diana worked at two
hospitals while continuing a specialized
training in her field. At this time, Diana
was the sole bread
winner in the family. I
graduated
with
a
Doctor of Pharmacy
degree in 2003. After
graduation,
I
was
offered a fellowship in
Clinical Research at

(Continued on page 27)

"...HAPPINESS IS THE HIGHEST GOOD, BEING A REALIZATION & PERFECT PRACTICE OF
VIRTUE, WHICH SOME CAN ATTAIN, WHILE OTHERS HAVE LITTLE OR NONE OF IT..."

19

P ersonal Jou rn ey – US A

Positive Power Inspires

V3.1, ISSUE 4 –

2009

EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

CANADA
Montreal, Quebec
5th Annual Canadian Druze Convention

Reported by

Shauki Halime, USA

May 16 to May 19, 2008
It was a pleasure for my wife & I to attend
the 5th Annual Canadian Druze Convention
in Montreal this past May.
Many people
attended from all over Canada and the USA. It
was beautiful to see this large gathering of old &
new friends.
Nader Abou Chaker, Chapter President
was on hand to greet & welcome everyone
along with the board members. The Convention
was full of activities from daily site seeing,
shopping, evening get together’s for Dinner and
Dancing for all ages & finalizing with a Gala
Evening.
The final Gala Evening included the
Ambassador of Lebanon to Canada, His
Excellency Masoud Maalouf, the Representative
of the Prime Minister of Quebec, Mr. Jean Charest,
Mr. Guy Ouellette, Message from Sheikh-El-Aql,
Sheikh Naim Hassan read by Sheikh Hassan
Isidean, Message from the Prime Minister of
Canada read by the Right Honorable Stephen
Harper.
His Excellency Marwan
Hamade, Minister of Post and
Telecomunications for Lebanon was
not able to attend but addressed the
Gala by phone.
The evening events were
chaired by both Najwa Ghoussainy
Sallman & Nadir Moukheiber. It
was an enjoyable evening attended
by over 400 guests & the music
played well into the night!
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Minister Josef Khouri, Minister Alexander Moufarig, Mr. Shauki Halime, Sheikh
Hassan Isidean, Sheikh Said Fouwaas, Mr. Moustafa Moukarim

"THE GRAND ESSENTIALS OF HAPPINESS ARE: SOMETHING TO DO, SOMETHING TO
LOVE, AND SOMETHING TO HOPE FOR." - ALLAN K. CHALMERS
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In t ern at ion al - Canadi an Con ven tion

From Left: Mr. Ziad Taan, Counselor of Lebanon to Montreal, His Excellency Masoud Maalouf,
Ambassador of Lebanon to Canada, Mrs. Sarah Halime, Mr. Guy Ouellette, Representative of the
Premier of Quebec, Mr. Jean Charest; Mr. Shauki Halime, Representative of the Prime Minister of
Canada, The Right Honorable Stephen Harper & his wife.
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USA
Ft Lauderdale, Florida
62nd Annual ADS Convention
Reported by Shauki

Halime, USA

How beautiful & enjoyable the 62nd Annual
ADS Convention was! Starting with the warm
welcome everyone received by the Convention
Chairman Dr. Nidal Radwan along with his lovely
wife Rania. The convention was hosted by the
South Florida Chapter & headed by their
distinguished President, Mr. Toufic Alghawi. The
convention committee members and all the
volunteers who with their tremendous generosity
and hospitality made this convention a memorable
occasion which will not be soon forgotten! And
what a huge & lovely turnout it was, with over 800
Druze in attendance.
It was held in the luxurious Marriott Harbor
Beach Resort & Spa with a private Beach on the
edge of the ocean in Fort Lauderdale.
The
amazing sunrises on the beach made the event
even more phenomenal.
The weeklong
Convention had events planned everyday, from a
picnic in the park with games for everyone, a day
long boat cruise, seminars on our culture, & live
entertainment nightly.
The youth night out was enjoyed by all the
young people, with over 350 youth attending an
amazing evening!
The highlight of the convention was the Gala
Evening on Saturday night where Dr. Nadim
Kassem was honored as Man of the Year.
People came from all around the world,
Lebanon, Canada, England, Japan, Venezuela and
almost all U.S. states were represented.
Again, our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for
the outstanding work and efforts to the organizers
for our beurtiful memories that we will cherish!
We hope to see you next year in Washington,
DC.
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"TO LIVE A PURE UNSELFISH LIFE, ONE MUST COUNT NOTHING AS ONE'S OWN IN
THE MIDST OF ABUNDANCE." - BUDDHA
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Message from Sam Aridi
Dear Fellow Druze,
From time to time, important topics come to my attention that I wish to share with
you. The closed brochure helps explain briefly a rising issue for many families. I hope
you find the information beneficial and I look forward to sharing more topics in the
future.
As you may or may not know, World
Financial Group, along with its affiliated
broker-dealer World Group Securities, Inc
and other affiliates are able to offer many
solutions to helping families prepare for
their financial futures. Some of the solutions
are:

Mrs. Nada Jaber
On RAI TV, Every Saturday evening at 6pm

* Life Insurance
* Retirement Strategies
* Annuities *IRAs
* Mutual Funds
* 401(k) s
* College Planning

Nada Jaber
hosts Diet Show

With World Financial Group and World
Groups Securities, Inc., I am able to
represent many leading financial services
companies and offer you the flexibility to
choose from a wide range of investment
options to help meet your financial goals
and objectives.

Nada Tarek Jaber, Kuwait Country
Manager for Diet Center, A graduate with
Masters degree in Nutrition from AUB, is
now organizing and hosting 13 episodes of
issues related to nutrition on RAI TV in
Kuwait every Saturday at 6 pm Kuwait time.

If I can answer any questions on becoming
an associate with
www.worldfinancialgroup.com please call
me at 480-650-3795 or email me at: hassibaridi@hotmail.com
Sincerely,
Hassib Aridi, Arizona, USA

Emigration Affairs Committee
On behalf of the Emigration Affairs Committee of the Confessional Council
of Mouwahidoun Al Druze wants to express the appreciation for every help and
support.
We are very optimistic about establishing a great and close relationship
between the “Emigrants” and their homeland. Especially for youth generation,
who are in great need to establish, maintain, and enhance their Druze identity and
heritage. In order to smooth this relation and determine your needs we established
a website www.mouwahidoundruze.gov.lb which we like you to check it out and
also our page under abnaouna as well as joining our group on facebook under the
name site see below.
Moreover, we are looking forward to discuss future ways and means of
collaborations and future plans.
Reporter & office director of the Emigration Affairs committee
Samer Abou Mjahed & Maya Moghrabi
Phone: + 961 1 749 062
Mobile: + 961 3 673 674
Fax: + 961 1 749 062
E- mail: Abnaouna@mouwahidoundruze.gov.lb
Website: www.mouwahidoundruze.gov.lb

Diet Show is a program that
specializes in nutrition - presented by
Dietician Ms. Nada Jaber.
Nada will provide viewers with a
wealth of essential nutritional and dietary
information.
Segment 1 - Ms. Nada Jaber will
advice the viewers on the best food
products and diets around. Nada will also
shed light on the misconceptions that
people have about food, nutrition and
diets.
Segment 2 - This is the healthy
shopping segment. Nada will guide the
viewers through the best food-purchasing
habits.
Segment 3 - In this segment, we will
learn how to prepare a healthy dish that is
beneficial for a certain diet. In each
episode, a new dish will be prepared and
the viewers will learn which dieting plan
best suits them.
Segment 4 - A renowned doctor or
nutritionist will be hosted on the show, to
chat about food, health and nutrition.
They say “You are what you eat” –
The diet show is here to help you become
the best you can be & lead a longer &
healthier life.
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ADS C h ap ter N ew s - O h io

Our Ohio Families
at the Summer
Picnic 2008

WHAT SUNSHINE IS TO FLOWERS, SMILES ARE TO HUMANITY. THESE ARE BUT TRIFLES, TO BE SURE;
BUT, SCATTERED ALONG LIFE'S PATHWAY, THE GOOD THEY DO IS INCONCEIVABLE.

AF

USA - Cleveland, Ohio
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AUSTRALIA
VICTORIA
August 31, 2008
To our Druze Brothers & Sisters
For those of you unaware, the
building of the Druze Community
Centre is well & truly underway, but
Artist rendering of planned Druze Community Center in Victoria, Australia
there is still a lot to be done. Many
years of planning and preparation are coming
can collectively fulfill the social, recreational and cultural needs
together.
of the current and future generations fo our valued community
members. It is essential for the future that we have a meeting
The Druze Community Charity
place to call our own.
of Victoria Inc., The Druze
Women’s Group & Young
We appreciate your continued support and thank you in
Druze Victoria invite you to a
advance for your contribution.
general meeting for the
Below are some photo’s of the buildings construction to
purpose of raising funds to
date.
continue the progress of the
building. It will be held on
Also please note The BDW is a Youth Convention is being
August 31, down the road from
held
in Melbourne at the end of January 2009 & is held
the building site (256 Hutton Rd, Keysborough).
annually
in a different Australian state. In view of the fact that
This is an important & exciting stage in our
you
have
a busy schedule for 2009, it would be great if you
Community’s future.
made it to the 2010 Convention which is to be held in Sydney,
It is vital that all members young & old come and will be organized by the Sydney Druze Committee. Please
together to ensure the completion of our Druze mark your calendars now if you would like to attend this annual
Centre. With unity, faith and mutual respect we fun occasion. More details will follow in an upcoming issue.
AUSTRALIA - DRUZE COMMUNITY CENTER - CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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Appointment of Ontario’s
Mou3tamad Mashyakhet al A3ql

Sheikh Youssef Yehia
At a Spiritual Gathering at the Toronto
Chapter Druze House on Sunday December 7,
2008, the Board of Directors of the Canadian
Druze Society – Ontario, formally announced
the appointment of Sheikh Youssef Yehia as
“Mou3tamad Mashyakhet al A3ql” in Ontario.
Program was as follows:
 Mr. Walid Awar – Master of Ceremony
 Mrs. Rola Hamdan – CDS president
Speech
 Sheikh Adib Shami - Mou3tamad
Mashyakhet al Aql in Ontario Speech
 Sheikh Youssef Yehia - Mou3tamad
Mashyakhet al Aql in Ontario Speech
 Samahet Sheikh Aql of the Druze
Community in Lebanon, Sheikh Naeem
Hassan’s Adha message to our
community members in Ontario - read
by Sheikh Youssef Yehia.
It was a special occasion, enjoyed by everyone.

Positive Power Inspires - Continued
(Continued from page 19)
Temple University which I was able to
complete along with a Master Degree
in Quality Assurance and Regulatory
Affairs.
In 2001, Diana’s parents, Khaled
and Ebtissam Hassan, moved in with
us to help out for a couple of years
following the birth of our daughter
Farrah. Planning to have a second
child was in itself a mental and an
emotional challenge. Rakan’s health
was stable at the time. Farrah was an
affirmation of our family’s faith, love
and strength as well as hope for the
future. Farrah is a precocious and
strong minded seven year old girl who
enjoys karate, gymnastics, soccer, and
piano with her brother.

A few years ago, we moved to
Jacksonville to give our children a
better life closer to extended family.
Currently, I work at Walgreens
Pharmacy as a community pharmacist
while pursuing a PhD in Public Health.
Diana is enjoying a well deserved
break from Radiologic Sciences; she
enjoys spending time with our children
while managing our real estate
investments. Rakan has just begun
the seventh grade and Farrah her
second; they’re both healthy, happy
and doing well in school.
Rakan’s health challenge gave us
a positive perspective on life and
continues to inspire our journey into a
better future. A child that came to our
life needing help, helped us strengthen
our faith and perseverance.

My Priceless Druze Heritage Continued
(Continued from page 18)
The education of life that I obtained in
Lebanon is the perfect remedy for a young
searching man such as me. These things
cannot be absorbed from any book,
regardless of its excellence.
My Druze heritage has become one
of my most valued possessions.
I
acquired it from other Druzes by living; &
working with them, starting with the
poorest farmer on up to the elite
statesman. This gift is mine forever & one
that can never be lost with proper care &
nourishment of it.
The true spirit of Druzism practiced in
daily village life has shown me love &
compassion for fellow men.
I have
observed & attempted to grasp the
tolerance of others & their cultures. The
lasting impression of a Druze on me is his
devotion to his convictions & principles.
Under all circumstances his faith in God is
unwavering & he seeks understanding. I
was completely astounded how the Druze
people manage to breed such an
atmosphere within their villages.
When I returned home after a terrific
summer in Lebanon, I felt as though I had
been reincarnated. Many of my outlooks
on life changed & I for once, was proud &
able to support my convictions. The
influence of practiced Druzism was
tremendous.
That trip to Lebanon during the
summer of 1968 had created within me a
burning desire to accomplish something
worthwhile in my life. For once I thanked
God & really appreciated the opportunities
set out before me. The future was being
handed to me & I realized that it was my
duty, as well as privilege, to use the
resources right at my fingertips. Druzism
reflects its brilliant past on me & it is up to
me & my generation to keep its spirit alive.
With respect to what I have learned
from being with Druzes in Lebanon & in
the United States, I am no longer ashamed
of my past & heritage. I learned that fear
cannot exist where there is knowledge, and
that is why now I can proudly claim my
Druze ancestry.

"THE GRAND ESSENTIALS OF HAPPINESS ARE: SOMETHING TO DO, SOMETHING TO
LOVE, AND SOMETHING TO HOPE FOR." - ALLAN K. CHALMERS
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Make a

Plan!

Washington, DC
Jun 28 - Jul 5, 2009

Schedule of
Upcoming
Conventions

Australia


The 63rd Annual ADS Druze Convention

Jan 23 - 26, 2009
Melbourne
4th Annual
Big Druze Weekend

Will be held right Downtown at the Luxury Hotel.

Canada

Washington Marriott Wardman Park Hotel
At a special Rate of $139/night
Make a plan to join your friends and family at the many planned activities.
As well the city has many interesting sites to see during your stay as well,
some are listed on the chart at left.
 Museums (all are Free!)





Int’l Spy Museum
 Musuem of Natural History
National Mall
Georgetown Shopping
Lincoln Memorial
Washington Monument



ADS Druze Conventions are always well
planned and well worth attending.
We hope to see you there!

USA

More information to follow in the next issue!!

Message from the ADS ational President, USA
Dear Fellow Druze,
I wish you a wonderful new year filled with
happiness, great health, and prosperity. The ADS is
looking forward to the New Year with continued
dedication to the enhancement of fellowship among
Druze. I am sure that through Al Fajr The Dawn
International Druze Magazine you will receive my
invitation.
The year 2009 holds a wonderful experience for all
of us – the 63rd Annual ADS ational Convention.
This great event will take place at the Marriott
Wardman Park Hotel in our nation’s capital from
June 28th to July 5th.

Jun 28 - Jul 5, 2009
 Washington, DC
63rd Annual ADS
National Convention

USA


We are planning a great event for you and we
invite you to join us at the convention and enjoy the
true Druze hospitality of the Washington, DC Druze
community.
Regards,

Akram BouBou-Ghannam
Dr. Akram Bou-Ghannam

May 14 - 18, 2009
Edmonton, Alberta
6th Annual
Druze Convention

November, 2009
10th Annual
ADS Mini-Convention

Venezuela


January, 2010
Maturin
24th Convention
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Edmonton
Alberta
May 14 - 18, 2009

6th Annual Canadian
Druze Convention
Home to over 700,000 people, the
City of Champions invites you to attend
the 6th Annual Canadian Druze
convention! Come join us in Edmonton
from May 14th-18th, 2009 for a long
weekend full of sights & attractions like
no other city has to offer.

USA - 2009
Mini Convention
Location yet to be determined, will advise dates & times
in our next issue.
Our ongoing survey showed that an overwhelming
number of Druze would like to have the convention held
during the Christmas holidays so they may be able to
attend with their families. This allows for more time to
make a vacation (since everyone worldwide has vacation
during this time), cheaper convention rates & higher
Druze attendance. Please make your voice heard to hold
the convention at Christmas.

The Canadian Convention has
continued to gain momentum over the
years and Edmonton is going to add to
the excitement by making the 2009
convention one that will not be
forgotten for years to come. Edmonton
is also very close to the majestic &
beautiful Rocky Mountains.
More information will follow in
our next issue!!

IF THERE WERE IN THE WORLD TODAY ANY LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO DESIRED THEIR OWN HAPPINESS MORE
THAN THEY DESIRED THE UNHAPPINESS OF OTHERS, WE COULD HAVE A PARADISE IN A FEW YEARS.
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From Syria with Love
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Grab life by the throttle....
and don't look back!!!
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By Daher Anis AbouDaher

Po et ry

Seventeen year old residing in Ashrafeey Sahnia, Syria with a great talent for poetry.
When he was in the 9th grade he was involved in an accident which caused his right arm
to become paralyzed. This has not prevented him from continuing with his education and
he hopes to pursue a career in the field of law and someday become a judge. We will
share more of his poetry in future issues.

Another year has passed
and we're all a little older.
Last summer felt hotter
and winter seems much colder.
There was a time not long ago
when life was quite a blast.
Now I fully understand
about 'Living in the Past'
We used to go to weddings,
football games and lunches.
Now we go to funeral homes, and afterfuneral brunches.
We used to have hangovers,
from parties that were gay.
Now we suffer body aches and while the
night away.
We used to go out dining,
and couldn't get our fill.
Now we ask for doggie bags, come home
and take a pill.
We used to often travel
to places near and far.
Now we get sore asses
from riding in the car.
We used to go to nightclubs
and drink a little booze.
Now we stay home at night and watch
the evening news.
That, my friend is how life is,
and now my tale is told. So, enjoy each
day and live it up...
before you're too damned old!

I AM DETERMINED TO BE CHEERFUL & HAPPY, WHATEVER THE SITUATION; FOR I HAVE LEARNED THAT THE GREATER
PART OF HAPPINESS DEPENDS ON OUR DISPOSITIONS, & NOT OUR CIRCUMSTANCES. - MARTHA WASHINGTON
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Weddings
Michigan

Roger & Zeina Hosn

On August 15th 2008,
Roger and Zeina
celebrated their
wedding with
family & friends at a
beautiful reception in
Dearborn, Michigan.

Congratulations
Roger & Zeina!
We all
wish you
a happy &
prosperous
life together.
Shauki &
Sarah Halime
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California

Hana B
. Abu Kh
za m
&
Fadi Kh
air Ame
r
c

elebrate
d
at a bea their Engagem
ut
en
with famiful Celebration t
ily & fri
ends!
Wishing
together them the best fu
. Congr
t
atulationure
s!

LOVE DOES NOT CONSIST OF GAZING AT EACH OTHER,
BUT IN LOOKING TOGETHER IN THE SAME DIRECTION.

Wedding s & Eng ag emen t s

Hana AbuKhzam & Fadi Amer
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A Glance on the Druze Calamities
And A Call for Unity
By Fouad Sleem
Originally from Jebaa’ El-Shouf. His father Dr. Nassim Sleem emigrated to the United States, who was
among the earliest founder of Al-Bakourat Al- Douziah in 1908 in Seattle Washington. In 1920 after the
battle of Misaloun when France occupied Lebanon & Syria, his father returned to Lebanon where he used
the caves as clinics to treat the wounded. He was arrested by the French and condemned to death on age
45; Fouad was only 10 years old. In 1957 he earned an associate degree in surveying and topography
and earned the title Topographer. On June 15, 1973, came to USA and earned BS degree from George
Washington University in 1980, and MS degree from Maryland University in 1983. He has raised funds
every year for the orphans, the martyrs’ children, the needy, the elders, the handicapped and the college
students and sent all to Lebanon. In addition, he has personally sponsored 10 orphans (5 from the
martyrs children & 5 from the orphanage in Abei) yearly ever since. Has been an active ADS member on
many levels since coming to US & has received many awards for his sincere efforts in making a difference.

The Qaisis and Yamanis Conflict
To break our unity, the plot began from outside by the Turks
as well as from within especially the conflict between the Qaisis
and the Yamanis. The split between these two factions goes
back to pre-islamic times, when the Arabs were divided
genealogically into the two main ancestral groups: That of
Quahtan, “the ancestor of the Yamanis”; and that of Adnan,”the
ancestor of the Qaisis”.

Historical Origin of the Tawhid Faith
We, the Muwahhidun Al-Doruze are people with over five
thousand years of history. We trace our lines back to Hermes
Trimegistes, whom we call Imkopeh. Socrates, Pythagoras,
Plato, and Aristotle are of our Sages. Our religion is only “the
reflection of the truth”. It is one of meditation, a vision of
internal truth, self- knowledge, and like ancient Greek
Philosophy, it ascribes a meaning to life, society, and human
destiny. It is a Religion of ethics as much as of knowledge
which links us to one another in social relations, morals or
culture. In 966 A.D, then at age 11, Al-Hakim, the 6th Fatimid
Caliph, began spreading Al-Da’Wa explicitly through his
missionaries (Al-Dua’t). Al-Da’Wa was a continuum to the
Tawhid Faith.
At that time, those who accepted Al-Da’Wa signed a
document (Al-Mithaq) which acknowledged that they accepted
the Tawhid Faith and shall never join any other religious or
political Doctrine. Our religious Teachings reflect on our social
and human behavior and nationalism throughout our history.
The unity which the Da’Wa brought with it was not only of
religious nature but also of a social nature which cherished a
spirit of cooperation and solidarity that bred strength and
nationalism.
As fervent partisan of
Arab Nationalism we
have
relentlessly participated in the struggle for defending Arabism
and Democracy. Through the course of history, we won every
battle we fought for which the price in blood was paid more
dearly by us than by any body else. With our lives and blood,
we wrote our glorious history which could not been attained
without the solid base of faith and unity.

When the Arabs, the majority of whom were Druzes, came to
settle in Lebanon they brought this division with them.
Consequently, the population of Lebanon at that time followed
one faction or the other.
Hence, the population became divided into two factons: The
Qaisis and the Yamanis. The most prominent families in the
Qaisis faction were the Ma’ni and the Shihabi. Their emblem was
a red banner. The prominent families of the Yamani faction were
the Alam eddine and Arslan, and their emblem was a white
banner.
During the time of Emir Fakhreddine 11 (1590-1635)
dissension between the Qaisis and the Yamanis increased
sharply. Emir Fakhreddine had attempted to clear the air by all
available means. He united the colors of the Qaisis and Yamanis
banners in one banner and he allied himself with the Yamanis by
marriage. However, his efforts failed, because of the numerous
foreign agencies that made every attempt possible to break the
unity of these two factions. The Emirs of Alameddine had become
a compliant instrument in the hands of Ottoman Vizier of
Damascus.
The Yamani hostility towards the Qaisis faction reached such
a pitch that when Yamani Emir, Ali Al-Yamani, and his suite
accepted an invitation to dine at the table of the Qaisi Tanukhis in
Abey in 1633. Emir Ali and his followers fell upon the Qaisi
Tanukhi and massacred all of them, including the children while
they were dining. With their death, the Tanukhi family was wiped
out.
The influence of Alameddine with Governor of Damascus had
(Continued on page 36)
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LOVE AND KINDNESS ARE NEVER WASTED. THEY ALWAYS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
THEY BLESS THE ONE WHO RECEIVES THEM, AND THEY BLESS YOU, THE GIVER.
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A Call for Unity - Continued
(Continued from page 34)

grown so strong that the latter appointed Emir Ali Governor of
Jabal al-Shouf after having ousted Emir Fakhreddine an act of
revenge against the Ma’ani family. Thus, the strife between the
Qaisis and the Yamanis went on and onP.. Most of the battles
between them that took place from 1638 on were waged
against the Yamanis until the Ma’ni triumphed over the Yamanis
in the battles of Wadi Al-Qarn in 1638, of Jabal Al-Shouf in
1664, and of the Al-Bourj quarter of Beirut in 1667.
The end of the Yamani power came at the hands of the
Shihabis, allies of the Ma’ni. Emir Hayder Al-Shihabi brought an
end to the Yamanis by defeating them in the battle of Ain-Dara
in 1711. The Yamanis Era ended with the slaying of the Emirs
of Alameddine, the most powerful family in the Yamani faction.
When Emir Hayder Al-Shihabi followed Bashir I in 1706,
the Yamanis began to conspire against him and his Qaisis
faction. When Emir Hayder subjugated Bilad Bishara, he
appointed Mahmoud Abou-Harmoush to be in charge of the
region as his deputy in all aspects including collecting taxes.
When Mahmoud was asked to remit the tax money, he took
refuge with Governor of Sidon, whom he had
suborned with gifts. The Governor Supported him
against Emir Hayder, and petioned the Sultan to
bestow upon Abou-Harmoush the title of Pasha.
Matters developed in such a way that lead to
the ousting of Emir Hayder and appointing the
Yamani Yousof Alameddine as Governor in his
place. Emir Yousof Alameddine and Mahmoud
Pasha Abou-Harmoush embarked on the conquest
of
Deir Al-Quamar. Emir Hayder supporters
abandoned him and he thought it was advisable to retreat with
his sons Milhim and Ahmad and spent a year hiding in a well
fortified cave in Al-Hermel.
During this time the country was ruled by Mahmoud Pasha
Abou-Harmoush supported by the Emirs of Alameddine. But
his oppression of his subjects and his persecution of the Qaisi
faction caused people to look impatiently for the return of Emir
Hayder. Thus when Emir Hayder was sure that the people
wanted him, he left his hiding place for Ras’Al-Matn, where he
assembled a large number of Qaisis.
Then in 1711, he headed for Ain-Dara, where Mahmoud
Abou-Harmoush was mustering his forces for battle. Emir
Hayder, however, did not give him time to do so, but fell upon
him, and before the day was over Emir Hayder had won a
victory upon his enemies, some of whom were killed and others
captured. The rest fled to Jabal Hawran, which afterward was
called Jabal Al-Duruze. Emir Hayder then became the master of
the country.
After the battle of Ain-Dara in 1711 the Yamani faction
disappeared from the political scene in Lebanon. Emir Hayder
set about to put the affairs of the Emirate in order. He chose his
aides and the Governors from the Qaisi faction and then
redistributed the lands to the families that had supported him in

his struggle. Jumblatts were awarded Al-Shouf; Al-Nakad AlManasef; Al-Imad Al-Arqub; and Al-Abdelmalek Al-Jurd. Al-Garb
was devided into two parts. The Coastal portion was assigned to
Al-Arslan and the mountainous portion to Al-Talhuk.
In Kesrwan he confirmed the rule of his friends the Khazen
Sheikhs. The Sheikhs of Al-Taher in Jabal Al-Zawyeh, the
Sheikhs of Al-A’zar in Al-Kurah, and Al Hamadeh Sheikhs in
Jubbat Al-Monitra. He raised the Lam’s family to the rank of
Emirs and permitted intermarriage with them. He married from
them, and one of them married his daughter. He gave them AlMatn as a fief. In 1726 Emir Hayder abdicated in favor of his
son Melhim, who ruled until 1754. When He became ill, He
abdicated in favor of his two brothers, Ahmad and Mansour.

The Yazbakiah and Jumblatiah
We have seen that the factional split in Lebanon ceased
after the battle of Ain-Dara and that the Lebanese became
members of the Qaisi faction. Nevertheless, for more than forty
years that followed, they were still unable to live in harmony. In
the time of Emirs Ahmad and Mansour, who ruled jointly, Ali
Jumblat and Abdelsalam Imad Al-Yazbaki, who were among the
Qaisi leaders, had a falling out.
Their quarrel grew intensively and spread to their
followers. The Jumblatiah group supported Ali
Jumblatt and the Yazbakiah group supported
Abdelsalam Imad. The dispute was brought before
the two Emirs. Unfortunately, the Emirs lined
themselves; Ahmad with Yazbakiah and Mansour
with Jumblatiah. These views of Druze Yazbakiah
and Jumblatiah passed on to the Maronites who
aligned themselves with the two factions just to ignite the
division. But there was a third group of people who remained
neutral. The most prominent among them were Al-Nakad.
In addition to the internal conflict, the External Elements
succeeded in leading the country to bloody incidents. One of the
most notorious of these events was the massacre of 1860.
Since then, the power of the Muwahhidun in Lebanon began to
erode, and that was related to the internal dispute, the conflicts
among the Feudal Lords, poverty, illiteracy and disunity. And this
is exactly what the plot Designers set forth.
This has been an objective, historical and brief review of
events that eroded the unity of the Muwahhidun. What started
as a struggle for power among individual Leaders set on flame
the whole Faith for generations and destroyed its unity.
I believe it is the time for every one of us to examine this
painful history and come to the realization that every time we
raise the subject of Yazbaki-Jumblati and take sides, we are
actually adding more fuel to the fire.
In fact the most vivid evidence of what our unity can serve
us is the result of the most recent Civil War in Lebanon. Our
unity under the Tawhid Banner and our solidarity under one
united religious and political leadership attest that Unity breeds
strength and division breeds weakness.
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THE GOOD LIFE IS INSPIRED BY LOVE AND GUIDED BY KNOWLEDGE.
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adia O’Beid
Abul Hosn

Nadia was the third of six children of Ibrahim & Salma Obeid of Aley Lebanon. She exhibited
from early childhood an eagerness to learn & a strong will to achieve. A 5 year interruption in
her education at middle school was eventually rectified & she enrolled at the Sirat School in
Aley. That unique Institution founded & run by the great educator Ms. Afifi Saab & her sisters
gave Nadia a second chance & she was quick to capitalize. Eventually Nadia herself became
a teacher & an educator. Her husband Anis Abul Hosn a dignified and honorable man. She
later moved to the USA & settled in the Los Angeles area. Her professional career was put
on hold as she raised their children. All three of their children achieved high education &
embarked on successful careers. Nida got a Masters degree in environmental engineering
from Davis CA. Nadeem, with a masters degree in petroleum engineering & MBA is married
to Suha Ghannam, they currently reside in Baker's Field, CA. Jameel pursued a career in
Medicine specializing in Cardiology. He is being groomed to head the program on adult
congenital heart disease at UCLA. He is married to Julie Cassim. Nadia & her family will
always remember with gratitude the strong influence that the Sirat School had in their lives.

(Continued on page 40)

38

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAW DRUZE ITERATIOAL MAGAZIE

EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

V3.1, ISSUE 4 –

2009

AF
P ho to’s
HAPPINESS CANNOT BE TRAVELED TO, OWNED, EARNED, WORN OR CONSUMED. HAPPINESS IS
THE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE OF LIVING EVERY MINUTE WITH LOVE, GRACE & GRATITUDE.
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Kindness is an inner desire that
makes us want to do good things even
if we do not get anything in return.
It is the joy of our life to do them.
When we do good things from this
inner desire, there is kindness in
everything we think,
say, want, and do.
AGE DOES NOT PROTECT YOU FROM LOVE,
BUT LOVE TO SOME EXTENT PROTECTS YOU FROM AGE.
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ان ما نقوم به ھوعمل نابع من محبتنا
طائفة الموحدين الدروز.. لطائفتنا
، ولتواصلنا مع بعضنا البعض حول العالم
وقد حققنا نجاحآ كبيرآ بذلك
.بمشيئة ﷲ وبتشجيعكم
مع الف شكر
حفظ ﷲ طائفة الموحدين الدروز حول العالم

If you would like to receive notification when the next issue
of this Magazine is available online, please send us an email
to the address listed here or on the website, include your full
name, email address, & country in which you reside. This
magazine is primarily available on line though the website
www.Druzeworldwide.com or in print by special order only.
See website for ordering information & full disclaimer.
Please rest assured we will not share your email
address with anyone. This is a private email listing
which is not shared publicly or sold to anyone.
Please be sure to add DruzeWorldWide.com to your safe
list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.

،إذا كنت ترغب في ان تتلقى إعالم عندما يتوفر العدد المقبل من ھذه المجلة على اإلنترنت
الرجاء إرسال بريدك إلكتروني )ايى ميل( إلينا على العنوان المذكور ھنا أو على موقعنا ال الكتروني على
. والبلد الذي تتواجد به،( تتضمن اسمك الكامل وعنوانك اإللكتروني )اي ميل،شبكة اإلنترنت
ھذه المجلة تتوفر على موقعنا الكتروني من دون اي مقابل
. راجع موقعنا على شبكة اإلنترنت لطلب المعلومات,كما تتوفر طباعة بطلب خاص
www.Druzeworldwide.com
.عناوينكم خاصه لن نشارك بھا مع احد وليست للبيع
 إلى القائمة الخاصة بك لكي تتلقى رسائل البريدDruzeWorldWide.com يرجى التأكد من إضافة
.اإللكتروني مباشرة
Also see Magazine DISCLAIMER Notification
Email: Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com
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What we are about …

We are at The Dawn (Al-Fajr) of our time
to make a difference and create an identifiable
to preserve those culture that will be impossible for anyone to
elements
which extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
have defined our on their ideas and thoughts.
past, & bring it’s
We have the widest Druze network
relevance
&
significance to our available & the magazine is posted on the
www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
future generations.
be accessible around the globe for all to
This magazine is read & enjoy. It is also supported through
an attempt to stem social media websites such as Druze
the tide and assist Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.
with the evolution of
Everyone is welcome to submit an article
our culture, as the
world will surely or opinion for publication consideration. All
dilute us if we are ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
unable to define the right to review, edit, accept or decline
ourselves
in
a articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
manner that will space.
uphold our unique
Until the very exciting next issue,
destiny into the 21st
wishing the best to everyone!!
century.

This complimentary Druze
Magazine is a non-political
communication vehicle for the
Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of
globally connecting our diverse
Druze societies with one another.
With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in
every country around the world.
In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we
need to maintain a method to
transcend the requests for
conformity.
We have the ability to share
our unique culture & customs in a
very accessible cyber world while
maintaining the efforts required
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responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website
www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.
Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor.
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المواد الوارده ال تعبر باالضروره عن موقف

الفجر
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